Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.030; wR factor = 0.079; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.3.
Experimental
Crystal data Monoclinic, P2 1 =c a = 5.1434 (9) Å b = 6.5885 (12) Å c = 25.754 (5) Å = 94.227 (3) V = 870.4 (3) Å 3 Z = 4 Mo K radiation = 0.11 mm À1 T = 295 K 0.12 Â 0.10 Â 0.06 mm
Data collection
Bruker APEXII CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Bruker, 2005) T min = 0.988, T max = 0.994 4367 measured reflections 1528 independent reflections 1364 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.015 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.030 wR(F 2 ) = 0.079 S = 1.04 1528 reflections 135 parameters H atoms treated by a mixture of independent and constrained refinement Á max = 0.13 e Å À3 Á min = À0.15 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2005) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2005) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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Comment
In our previous papers (Shi et al., 2007a; Shi et al., 2007b; Ji et al., 2008; ) , we have reported a number of Schiff-bases by the reaction of benzotriazol-1-yl-acetic acid hydrazide with relevant aldehyde or ketone. As a part of a more general study of multiple-hydrogen-bonding N-heterocyclic systems as potential supramolecular reagents (Portalone, 2007; Portalone & Colapietro, 2007 , the title compound, (I), was synthesized and its crystal structure determined. The asymmetric unit of the (I) comprises one independent molecule. In (I) (Fig. 1) , the bond lengths and angles are in good agreement with the expected values (Allen et al., 1987) . In the crystal structure ( Fig. 2) , the molecules are linked into infinite chains by O-H···N hydrogen bond.
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by the reaction of benzotriazol-1-yl-acetic acid ethyl ester(1 mmol) with hydrazine hydrate 85% (1.1 mmol)in ethanol (20 ml) under reflux conditions (348 K) for 24 h. The solvent was removed and the solid product recrystallized from tetrahydrofuran. After four days colorless crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction study were obtained.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in idealized positions (C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, N-H = 0.86 Å) and refined as riding atoms. For those bound to C, U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5U eq (C). while for those bound to N, U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (N). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. (7) 0.0030 (6) −0.0010 (5) 0.0029 (6) N2 0.0472 (7) 0.0518 (7) 0.0500 (7) 0.0030 (6) 0.0051 (5) 0.0005 (6) N3 0.0399 (6) 0.0508 (7) 0.0358 (6) −0.0038 (5) 0.0024 (5) −0.0031 (5) N4 0.0272 (5) 0.0526 (7) 0.0457 (6) −0.0030 (5) 0.0021 (4) −0.0043 (5) N5 0.0434 (7) 0.0582 (8) 0.0483 (7) 0.0013 (6) −0.0040 (6) 0.0003 (6) C1 0.0351 (7) 0.0530 (8) 0.0342 (7) −0.0047 (6) 0.0054 (5) 0.0039 (6) C2 0.0394 (7) 0.0720 (10) 0.0372 (7) −0.0136 (7) 0.0009 (6) −0.0029 (7) C3 0.0515 (9) 0.0611 (10) 0.0497 (9) −0.0159 (7) 0.0114 (7) −0.0143 (7) C4 0.0499 (9) 0.0521 (9) 0.0598 (9) −0.0013 (7) 0.0145 (7) −0.0043 (7) C5 0.0382 (7) 0.0574 (9) 0.0441 (8) −0.0003 (6) 0.0025 (6) 0.0020 (7) C6 0.0346 (7) 0.0484 (8) 0.0303 (6) −0.0061 (6) 0.0053 (5) 0.0010 (6) C7 0.0387 (7) 0.0582 (9) 0.0412 (7) −0.0125 (6) 0.0044 (6) −0.0072 (6) C8 0.0292 (6) 0.0384 (7) 0.0392 (7) −0.0035 (5) 0.0027 (5 
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